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The Castle of Polenta.®
" L'ayguils di Polents. "--Daate : Ioferno, xxva.
0 wanderers, whose fect on desert ways
Seem ne'er to flag!
To that rude mountain top thy glaoces raise—
Look on yon crag!
Omce, on its crest, a darksome castle loomed
That roused men's dread: :
1tz lord his peasant folk (tor no capse doomed)
To death had bled.
* Vengeance ! " eried ont the hlood thus foully spilled ;
God answered, ' Yea " -
The castle fell; while monks did o’cr it build
- A chapel gray.
Yeteorsed the place is by a jealous fate;
Pesce from it files; ' ”
Since for the villagers dire wo doth wait
In strange disguise.
No more s baron wile with gore bestaing
Those rocks and glades;
But there a beastly parish priest now reigns
O'er wives and muids! : !
—Lorenzo Stecchetti.
* Translated for the Conservator from the Italian by
William Strothers.
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Church and State.
For always in 1hine eyes, O Liberty |
Shines that high light whereby the world 15 saved,
—~John Hay.

When a number of individuals assemble
and by majority vote decidk that all the
other members of the community shall act
in g particular way, or suffer fine, imprison-
ment, or assault, this assembiy of individuals
iscalled the government. When a number
of individuals assemble together and by
mejority vote decide that all the other mem-
bers of the community shall believe certain
doctrines or sufier eternal punishment, that
assembly of individuals is called the Church,
Once the Church possessed a very effective
method of stifling liberty. The *'secular
arm'’ with its hand of steel and fingers ol
fire was at its disposal, but its secular pow-

. er is now reduced to the employment of

bailiffs and police for the exaction of tithes,

royalties, rent, and interest; and, as 1 have

said, its chief power now lies in threat of a

hypothetical hell in the next world, and

social pstracism in this. i
- -

But there are no real, tangihle things cor-
responding to the words Church and State.
Neither Church nor State has identity, or
locality, or dimensions—length, breadth, or
thickness; they are not things that you can
see, hear, smell, taste, or touch; you cannot

" talk to them, feed them, put them in prison,

or cut off their heads; you cannot say of

either: *See, there it goes; it is green, it is

white, it is black, it is long, it is short.”

The Church is not a thing; it is an idea,
The State is not a thing; it also is an idea.
Both exist only in the imagination. It
would beé well if everyone clearly under-
stood this, for it would then be quite plain
that Church and State are merely conven-
ient expressions used for the purpose of
shifting responsibility from persons to an
alleged something that does not exist.

For example: A vaceination officer ex-
amines my child and either poisons it or
compels me to go to gaol or pay a fine to
prevent my child from being poisoned. The
vaccination officer is really nothing more
nor less than a common poisoner; but he
satisfies his conscience by the reflection that
he i8 an officer of the government. But
when you clearly understand that there is
no such thing asthe povernment ; when you
clearly understand that the vaccination
officer 1s simply an individual employed by
other individuals to poison babies, then you
can understand that the vaccination officer
is simply & common poisoner. Now apply
the same reasoning to a custom house offi-
cer, and you will see that he is just a com-
mon every-day thief employed by other
thieves to rob travelers. :

- -
-

In Italy there are bandifs. They have
their captains, licutenants, and privates, In
England we have bandits also, with their
captains, lientenants, and privates; but we
call our bandits archists, that is, upbolders
of povernment by physical force; we call
their captains members of parlizment, their
lieutenants government officials, and their
privates policemen, bailiffs, hangmen, sol-
diers, and custom house officers.  We appeal
to the superstitions of the people by throw-
ing over our bandits the sacred name of the
government ; their attacks and robleries
are sanctified as protection and the collee-
tion of revenue; so that what is a crime in
Italy becomes a virtue in England. But to
the clear thinker the only difference between

- the two systémsis that in Italy the bandits

are weal, while in Enpland they are many
and strong.

What is true of the State is true of the
Church., Just as a policeman, who, in his
own proper person and acting on his own
responsibility, would not hurt a fly, will, in
the name of the State break open his neigh-
bor’s head ; just asa hangman or soldier,
who if left to himsell would not kill a spar-

row, will, in the name of the State murder
his neighbor—so a parsen who, as an indi-
vidual, would not lie or treat anyone un-
kindly, will in the name of the Church sub-
seribe to statements that he does not believe
and cruelly cut the acquaintance of his best
friend. Where is there on earth acreed that
expresses the individual opinions of the men
who made it or subscribe to it? There is
not one; and this means that a hundred or

 thousand clergymen will get together and,

in the sacred name of the Church, declare
that they believe what nosingle one of them
believes, . C
* . - =

All organized Churches and political par-
ties are theenemies of progress, because they
try to para.ze the brain. The Church for-
bids her adherents to gquestion her author-
izeéd creed, notwithstanding that no think-
ing person believes the creed in its absolute
integrity. The moment aclergyman or pol-
itician begins to homestly proclaim  his
doubts, that moment he begins to be treated

like a eriminal.  Promotion is impossible to

him. His name is left off all committees.
He begins to receive the cold shoulder, He
is made to feel that he is unwelcome when-
ever the Chureh, or the ﬁarty;_comus-tug&th-
er. He is regarded with suspicion. He is
treated as a disturber, a traitor. Who

shall number the honest thinkers that have

been killed in this way withont ever having

been shot, or struck, or stabbed—killed by
contumely, coldness, and ostracism ? :
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What is the result of this? That only the

overbearing and cunning natures take the

lead, The frank, the generous, the sensitive,

hardly dare to think aloud. Many of these

do think, but they keep thejr fhpughté.ta

themselves. Should they remain in the

Church or the party, they become time.sery-
ers, hypoerites; and they quiet their con-
sciences by persuading themselves that it is

wiser for them togo slow, that if they break

with the Chureh or the party it will destroy
their influence for good; as if a man counld

~ preserve his influenee for good by telling lies

or withholding the truth, and destroy that

influence by being a simple, honest, manly

man. Conséquently priests and politicians,

as such, never help the world alung in its

religious thinking or social doing, They
content themselves with singing the praises
of the pravg: and good after they are dead
and.goie. - Theorthodox ministers of today
glorif rrison, but those of Garrison's
day-vere y_ito: hatig him, .
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A poor diunkard cannot hold a position
in Church orState, but n rich drunkard can.
A poor libertine cannot belong to the Church
or the Senate, but a rich libertine can. A
common prostitute,cannot belong to the
Church or the Senate, but a girl who sells
hersell in legal prostitution toa rich old
man can belong to the Church, and many a
man who has “married for money" is in
the Senate today. A common murderer
cannot belong to the Church, but a hang-
manean. The hand that adjusted the noose
and drew the bolt on Friday can take the
communion bread on Sunday. A poor man
who habitnally tortures and kills his fellow
beings cannot belong to the Church or Sen-
ate, but a rich vivisector and vaccinator
can. An ordinary thief cannot belong to
the Church or the Senate, but a land or
money monopolist is eagerly welcomed, A
poor person who lives without working
cannot belong to the Church or the Senate,
but a rich person who lives without work-
ing is received with open arms.

- -
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The most ignoble eriminals in England
today are the men who humbug the people

~ at election times, who rob them wholesale

by menns of corporate monopolies, who
starve them by driving them off vacant land
and by controlling the issue of money; and
these men all belong to the Church, and
many of them hold high office in the State,
Both Church and State want * God " in the
constitution, but they do not clamor for
justice in society. They want the Bible in
our public schools, but they do not ask for
the Golden Rule in business. They say we
must not break the Sabbath, but they do
not say to the monopolist: * You must not
break that poor woman’s back over a'sew-
ing machine.”! They call on you to worship
Jesus, but if you try to follow his precepts
they will call you a madman. They tell the
poor to beeconomical and contented, instead
of telling the rich to be just, The Church
tells the rich to be charitable, instead of tell-
ing them to stop robbing the poor. It
preaches the blessedness of poverty, while it
revels in the luxury of wealth. It points
the eye of faith to another world, but en-
couruges the hand of business to lay up
mountains of unearned wealth in  this
Both Church and State love respectability
muore than righteousness, and hate social
obseu. ity more than.sin. Both are intrin-
sically and necessarily bad. They cannat
be reformed.  They must gol—G. 0. W., in
Liberty, London, November, 1895,
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Russia,

Russin,—what thoughts and recollections
it brings to one's mind | How strunge that
a child uf Russia, no matter how short the
period of his stay there, will forever take a
keen interest in that land of suffering. In
me, who spent my childhood in this land of
human wo and sorrow—sorrow, as Nekras-
soff says, which overflows this land more
than do the waters of ' her" Volga;—in me,
a child of well-to-do parents and a bour-
geois rearing, in me there yet slumber
thoughts and desires which even an Ameri-
v n schooling and spirit, which influence the
young s0 much, could not stifie;

\WWhnen that slumbering 1nass of human wo

FREE SOCIBTY.

and sorrow begins to stir,—to raise its arm
as il to awaken from its slumber, and then
again sinks itsform and fallsinto a still fast-
er sleep,—an endless list of events; martyrs
and tyrants who huve fallen; the visions of
the fortress St. Paul and 8t. Peter and Si-
berian tortures; the names of Bakunin, Her-
zen, Perovskaya, Rysakoff, Tehernychefisky,
Stepnink, Tcherkesoff, Kropotkin, who are
but a cluster of stars of the thousands
which light up the firmament of Russian
revolutionary life, suggest themselves to
every enlightened mind.
Each of these events and names mark the
milestones of the long march of Russia
towards emancipation; each name and
event is a manifestation of the spirit of the
times and the people; and, by such manifes-
tations, be they either a bomb, a pistol, or a
dagger, used in slaying some tyrant, are the
visions of the mangled and traygic form of
the blind Samson flashed on the curtain of
history, and which has the world for an
audience.
In Russia, where the greatest precautions
in order to prevent news from
reaghing the outside world; where censors

_are stationed all along the border line, in
every city and across the immense area
where the bear rests his paws; where foreign
correspondentsarecantioned, nay, imprison-
ed and exiled; and when, perhaps, for the
first time in its history, the procurator of
the Holy Synod, Pobiedonostseff, in order to
offset foreign criticism, answered P. Kropot-
kin's nttack on the Russian educational
system—Kropotkin, a revolutionist and fu-
gitive,whoshould, according to Russian law,
be ignored by officials, we come to the con-
clusion that Russia is passing thru a preca-
ripus epoch, and when the meager reports
which arc published with the consent of the
Russian government reach us, we are still
unable to judge the immensity and nature
of the people’s discontent.

Judging from past events, Russia is not
lacking Titanic individuals who awaken
and signal to the Russians and the outside
world that the struggle 1s on once more, and
that it is taking a most serious turn!

The killing of Bogolepofi by Karpovitch,
that of M. Sipiaguin by Balshareff, the
wounding of the governor of Vilna by a
shoemaker, Hirsch Leckert, and the numer-
ous unsuccessful attempts to take the lives
of officials; high or low, are the strongest
manifestations of the state of affairs,

By a study of the character and oecupa-
tion of the heroic assassins, something of a
deep nature and meaning will be revealed.
While the assassins of the past sixty years
came from the student's reoks, today we
find among them the sons of toil. While
the demonstrations in the past were held
by the university students, we find today
that the workers form a large part of the
participants, We see the intelligent of
Russia protesting against the absolutism of
the czar; we see them protesting against
deportation, against the military law for
disobedien® students, and against the whip-
ping of their cnildren.’ We see the peasants
burning and pillaging the estates of the rich
nobility, and even the whipping of their nude
bodies does not deter them. Here is an
excerpt from a report after a whipping:

Shortly after the peasants held » Te Deum service on

the place of torture | the authorities had sujiposed it
wins maign of submission, but too late discovered theie
victini were praying they might never forjret the spot
on which their blood had fallen,  They revolteil again
and drove aut the soldiers from theie village, Voroneih,

What a price the Russian students had to
pay to bring about this state of affairs—the
union of the intelligent youth with the igno-
rant toiler! Whole generations were wiped
out; thousands of students were deported
to Siberia; and it took no less than forty
years of the most persigtent and dangerous
educational propaganda, interwoven now
and then with revolutionary uprisings,
The flower of the Russian youth was sacri.
ficed for this end!

It matters not whether it 18 in Moscow,
in St Petersburg, in Kieff, in Vilna, or in
Kharkoff; it matters not with what certain:
ty or regularity these events come, they are

signs of the bursting of the voleano slum-

bering for so long.

Is that all which embaresses the Russian
government? No; not at all, Troubles
never come gingle-handed, Russia has by
1o means tid hersellf of Polish intrigues,
which are carried on both in Russia and in
Germany, and which are in times of internal
unrest more dangerous than they would be
otherwise. Finland and the Finns are to be
dealt with. Russia has broken hercompact
(that Finland should havelocal autonomy),
and is now carrying on the Russification of
Finland. She is taking the Finnish reg-
iments out of Finland, and replacing them
by Russian soldiers; the schools and univer-

_sities are being put under Russian tutors,
who are much the inferiors of the Finns; the
Finnish men of letters and newspapers are.
being cautioned, imprisoned, and suppressed.
All this leads to enormons departures of the
Finns for other lands. Russia is determined
to level Finland to the same dependence as
the other provinces of hers, This, too, has
brought about a revolutionary protest by
the people,

The selection of ministers by Nicholas
proves that, contrary to expectations, he
selects only those who are conservative,
and who will not use any liberal methods
in the times of crises. The selection of
Zenger as minister uf education, and Plehve
as minister of internal affairs, corroborate
this view.

The discontent is of a double nature, po-
litical and economic. Altho the political
seems by tar the greater, yet the uprisings
of the workers cannot by anv means be
brushedaside.

Russia has to pass thru her  French Rev-
alution," with possibly the same results,
The long dream of the Russinn people is
about to be realized ; the rising sun is about
to cast her warm and piercing rays upon
the lund of Suffering and Darkness.

May destiny hasten the realization.

New York. S, Minrz.

—_— —
For Chicago and Milwaukes.

The comradesof Milwaukee have arranged
a picnic for Sunday, August 17, and the Chi-
cago comrades are cordially invited to take
part in the pleasant duting at Bay View,
pear St. Francis. The place can be reached
by taking the Bay View or Racine & Ken-
osha cars. Get off at City Limits and Pow-
er's Hotel, where a red flag will be visible
near the wouds.




Who are Trustworthy 7

1 am not certain whether I am an Anarchist or not.
The government is badl, bt are oot *the peaple’ still
worse? It seeims to me they mre alwavs bawling out
for somebody to be hanged or burned  Bad as they
nre, the police protected Crolgoss from mob viglkenee.

The above is from a private letter. The
writer still hogs the ancient delusion that
the governors are better and more to be
trusted than the governed. Now let us see
upon whi.t grounds thisidea rests. Inthose
countries where are elected by votes
instead of birth to rule their fellows, a cer-
tain number of individoale are selected from
among ‘' the people, who are always bawl-
ing out for somebody to be hanged or burn-
ed.” These individuals who are in them.
selves but units that go to make up that
much distrusted sum total known as "the
people,” are then armed with power to en-
act laws or to administer them, according
to their respective functions. Then these
individuals, who but a few days before their
election to the exalted position of rulers
were * the people,”” mere * bawlers " for the
blood of their fellow men, what are they
now ! Why, they are now "baw!m:," hav-
ing the anthority to exercise certain priv-
ileges, and aside from losing. any of that
innate cussedness supposed to belong exclu-
sively to those not having the privilege of
suthority, we sce only too plainly that the
very position they occupy but increases
their power for evil. They are few; the
people are many.  They can easily combine.
A public office is a private trust run in
the interest of the gang in power,

. The people are torn into warring factmnn,
each worshipping a polltu:ai idol, who is
their god, the only savior, tho he may be a
whiskey tub fike U. 5. Grant, an vily knave
like MeKinley, or a bully like Roosevelt, he
is yet an idol, and our correspondent, who
is " nut certain that he is an Anarchist,”
yet has the perve to think this * people,”
which gropes in political darkness, like a

blind mole in the earth,can rase up govern-

ors far better than they are themselves!
What an absurdity, since in our governors
we behold the very tendencies of the mob, so
feared by our friend, empowered to act.
Under that power these tendencies expand
till we find those who in their native state
of mobhood could only kill when fired by a
mad sympathy for the victim of a real or
imaginary wrong, now committing the
most cruel and unspeakable acts, seemingly
with no realization of their direct responsi-
bility in the matter. Takefor instance that
western judge, after admitning his convie-
tion of the defendant’s innocence, vet fined
the victim $100—because the Jaw required
him to “impose a penalty.” 'And this Wais.

brooker case is but a fair sample of the
mental depravity that jodges exhibit.

How can it be otherwise, since the law is

their supreme arhiter of right and wrong ?

Indeed we plainly see that the judge sustains
the same relation to the law that the priest
sustains to the pope; and in the Home case
we see the judpe obeying his ' pope,” the
law, while openly admitting the innocence

of the prisoner.
Government is founded upon thelaw; and

what prow:twn can weexpect from a ¢lass

who will murder and rob becaunse the law
requires them to, when they do not happen

to be inspired by their own cupidity, avarice,

or hrur.a.!tty? History twchl:a us that we
have the least to fear from our fellow man
when he is not ina position to lay the re-
sponsibility of his act upon god or the law,
but must himsell take the mnsequentes of
his act. As necessity or poverty is the cause
of the major part of the real crimes commit-
ted by the unprivileged class of criminals,
and as poverty is the result of the privileges
granted the governors, we must acquire sense
enough to abolish the latter, refuse longer
to support in idleness and corruption a
horde of worthless parasites and all the me-
nial hangers.on which their class erentes.
Then poverty will no longer blight this
earth. But we can never do this by looking
up to our governors as superior beings. Let
us learn to look upon them as they are—

‘dangerous men; and when we yield alle-

giance to the authoritarian idea, we nrm
them and disarm ourselves.

As for that form of protection extended
Czolgosz by the police, the less said the bet-
ter. The mob wounld have taken his life as
an insane expression of sympnthy for one
whom they mistook for a victim. The offi-
cials saved Czolgosz from a speedy death, in
order that the beasts of authority ‘might
subject him to every sp:cu:s of mental an-
guish their diabolical cunning could inflict,
and then led him forth and gave hm: tlw
stroke of death. It is not a humane in-
stinct that inspires the police to defeat the

‘aim of the mob. This is especially true in

the case of a regicide. The law must do the
bloody deed to vindicate its awful majm_v.
The aunthorities not only prevent the mob
from g&ttmg their lawful prey, but they also
guard the prisoners condemned to death
with great care, lest the poor wretches take
their own lives. .
Let our correspondent pondn:r on these
matters, and l:nnmder if the actions of our
governors are a matter for self.congratula-
tion by any intelligent man.
Caplinger Mills, Mo,

R

KATE AUSTIN.

Uu:rat.urt.

T.m: Ampmicax Faemue, By A M Simons, Chas.
H. Kerr & Co,, 56 Fifth Ave, Chicago, Il Price,
cloth, 50 cents.

This book is a valuable and interesting
contribution to agricultural development of
each region of the United States. The aim
of the book is, however, *' to bring Socialism
to the farmer, and the farmer to Socialism,"”
in which respect it will prove a failure, for
neither the language nor the application of
**Bocialist philosophy '’ will appeal to the
American farmer.  Nor will the application
of **economic determinism’'—{atalism—bear
scientific analysis. Referring to early Amer-

dcan settlement, for instance, he tells us that

the holding of land in common was not an
attempt to revive the customs of the earlier

days in Europe, but was due to “thesame

economic conditions Lhat in the time of Taei.
tus caused the formation of communistic
settlements,” and attributes the cause of the
American communitices to the hostile Indians
against whom the colonists had to prumt
themselves. But the author takes no pains
to explain why such communities were es-
tablished in Europe when the peasants were
not threatened by hostile tribes, or why.
such communitics were formed and main-
tained for hundreds or years in Russia,

 tagne,” remarks the New York Herold sar-

sml many ofwhu:h still c::lt. Tl:w chap.
ter * “Comtratwu in Agriculture” w
to cause the author considerable wort
_ Altho r:!m:ﬂa.::..!y he admits that coneen
tmhon in agriculture has not taken place,
as was " scientifically " predicted but a few
_years ago hy Socialist writers, and so he re-
‘sorts to mphmt;ry and gcnernhmtlons. Up-
on oceasion he indulges in such unmitigated
flippancy in a book on a serious subject, as
that the “Anarchist comes to the aid of the
capitalist.”” He also charges Kmpntkln .
with badly digesting his subject and quoting
from others as "ignorant as himself,’ and
vet relies almost exclusively on Krnpoﬂrm
for his reference to intensive agriculture,
This reminds one of an axiom widely knam a.
‘among shysters: ** When yon have a weak -
case abuse the other fellow.” Kropotkin,
 Tcherkesoff, Bernstein, and uthcrs whohave
exploded the theory _of concentration, prove
by facts and figures that '‘ the persons prof-
iting from industry "' is not ''diminishing,”
while Mr. Simons mﬂuigcs in mmsnphmtry
thru several pages without coming to any
definite conclusions. In short, K.toput}un'u -
“ Field, Factory and Workshop," and Teher-
kesoﬂ" “ Pages of Socialist History'' will
easily bear compnrwon on the subject of
cum:fntrntl{m in industry wlth " The Amer-
ican Farmer.” AL

. = B ,
_ Here and There. =

Comrade John Dw;cr reports from Aus- :
tralia that great industrial tleppn-.'smbn ex-
ists there. The comrades. h.u.vl: been active
in mltmtmg uncmplojcﬂ _demonstrations,
The premier and leaders of other [Juhtu:niwv
parties have had a conference on the situas
tion, but the wor'lcera are still nwa:t:ng the
result. .

“The 1mm1gratmn officials eoultl not liml .
the three Anarchists who, ﬂc;ﬁrdingtnm- s
formation were to come on the steamer Bre-

o
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castically, * It is not at all nice, not noble
of these Anarchists that they did not i |mmc- 1
diately make themselves knnwni ... Be.
sides there s thought for- reflection as re.
gards our anti Anarchist Enw-makmg You
may u.ttempt tohunt mosqmtusand bacillus .
of ever; kind—hut ideas, ﬁ.elmgs,thuughts .
—it is luughnhle' ke

'

i

_ Comrade Kr‘npotkll‘l s books “ I n-]d I fne-
mr}' and Woskshop,"” and "Memmrﬂ ol a
Revolutionist' have been translated cnd
‘published in the Dutch language. Of the it
ter hook two translations have been mude, |
one, according to De Vrife Socinlist, far su-
perior to the other, becanse the transhitor
‘of the inferior onedoes not seem to be famils
inr with the different principlés of the rvo:
lutionary labor movement in [.uru]n', as
deseribed by Kruputkm,

. e

In an article o
gust de Winne, appears. the
1In the streets of Brussel we have seen puhr:e-
men at work, so-called Socialists, who owed
theirappointment to themediation of Social
Dunu-.nltu councilmen, and w hﬂ ina j’rumy
rage where cutting :md cirving ® among the
pﬂ:ap]e. They were mnﬂ. hluud thm,tv than .
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ONE DOLLAR R YEAR.
Address all Communientions and make all Money
lers payable to FRBE SUCIETY, 831 WALNUT
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. The puiulm}nemuﬂm are not gecessarily in ngree-
nent with any opinions expressed by the contributors,

i order with the nbsence of all direct government of
nen by man ns the politienl ideal i nheolute mr.hwdunt
:I:u. “ty —Century Dictionnry,
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If these fipures correspond —'th the number printed
on the wrapper of your Fres Sociry, your subscrip-
tion expires with this number,

J Notes.
. To anyone sending us $2 we will send
FreEE SocieTy one yvear and Dr. Greer's ' A
Physician in the House.!! Also to anyone
sending us one new subseriber and $2 we
will send the same. This applies to renewals
‘as well as new subscriptions.
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On a Sunday in the latter part of June,
there appeared in the Chicago American an
editorial article purporting to be from Tal-
stoy. Among other things it appealed to
the worker to ' vote for Sociallsm,'’ praised
the courts, and contained other statements
sentraiy to Tolstoy's well known views,
Its authenticity beingat. ﬂmeauspu:ti:d Tol-
stoy’s literary represenlative in [‘.nLLmd
was communicated with, The reply is ap-
pended below. Comrade Kropotkin once
stated to a group of reporters that news
about Russia coming from Warsaw was un-
reliable, and to be accepted with caution.
The moral to be drawn seems to be that, as
a reporter on a rival paper remarked, mat-
ters appearing in the American * come from
Warsaw.” '

Chrigtchurch, Hants, England, July 4, 16902,
Ahe 1sank Jr.
Dear Sir,—Tao avoid the delay focidental to n pers

ennnl reply, Mr. V. Tehertholf desires me to atknowl-

edge the reeeipt of your letter and cutting. He wishes
to Bay that 301.1 are guite correct 16l ¥OUT SUrmise e
garding the cotting you hove sent Tulstoy, never
wrote that article. Some of the pusangea are porns
phrakes from the ‘“‘iinwr\e of Dur Times," hat much,
nnd gspcc:all_y- whnt you “have unilerlined, is quite for
pign to Tolstoy and contradicts Iis views, V. Tehert-
koff i, with your Kind permission, sending the cutting

to Tulstoy to phtain an anthoritative denial of of the
authenticity of the article from him,
Yours fmthiully, :
Perpro. V. TCHERTROFE,
: W I,
: —_—
W 0. Koehn.

V. 0. Koehn isdead. There were no costly
funeral rite, no lengthy procession of black-
robed mourners, no splendid vault ready to
roceive his remains. For he was of those
called the poor—all nscful people are poor,
_and the great unthinking world tales no
heetd of either hitths or deaths unless they be
of those set apart by wealth and station.

Yet it is given to some to recognize true
worth ; tobe able to cost aside the “glamor

AxamcHy.—A socinl theory which rrgnﬂl.l.l_lh:unhu;-

FREE SOCIETY

of gold" or “pomp of power" and come in
loving touch with hesrts at onc with hu-
manity's vast needs. Such a man was W.
0. Koeha. Bornabout thirty-five years ago,
a child of poor parents, who knew what it
was to work every fay and vet be poor, lw.
too, wﬁrked ane wns poor.

Like thousands of others he strove to re-
concile the teachings received in the public
schools with life as it is, e réad history,—
he reflected.  He was taught “all are equal,’
and he wondered at the inequalities, Why
should the workers be poor and the drones
be rich? He read that under monarchies
people were also poor, and he could not see

- the benfit of & “free country.'”

Whien sixteen years of age, he learned that
*gpreenbackers ' would talk on Lake Front.
He listened and the arguments appealed to
him. He asked a bystander, an old man,
whether *greenbackers” were not right.

“You are mistaken, Iad," was the reply.
“The grg,g,ulmckerﬁ spuak over yonder. This
is an Anarchist meeting '

After that he listened to ‘' greenbackers,"
Socialists, and Si Taxers, but he was
one of those “ bad Boys' who cherish free-
dom and rebel even against father's whip,
and he remzined nn Anarchist,

Before the lepal murder of 1887, he faced
the angry police and the infuriated mob
gathering signatures for the pardon of the
condemned Anarchists, and he was beaten
and clubbed, but he faltered not in his self-
appointed task, He was not arrested, The
police did dot want Amencan born Anarch-
ists!

He remained with the poor and oppressed,
and to enlighten them he had made his life-
work..

I will sentd FreEg Sociery tén cents every

week. IT all do this our propaganda will
not suffér,” he said. This he did until he
died.

*Even Anrm:!n&t.a don't know what killed

MeKinley ' he used to say. “The public

school did it.  There we are taught thisisa
free country—a refuge for the oppressed.
When we enter life we see the lie, and are
disappointed. I know how Czolgosz felt
when he thought of the slavery of his conn-
try and the oppression and cruelty perpe.
trated upon the Filipinos. It was not in
accord with the teachings in the school
where we learned to worship our flag which
floats, as they say, for freedom.”” :

Thus the woes of the down-trodden masses
beeame his own, and his sympathies were
always awnke, his thoughts alive, and his
‘heart ablaze for liberty.

July 286, hie visited his friend * Interloper.”!
August & he died of typhoid fever. Nobody
avas at the grave but his mother, his sister,
his brother-indaw, Geo. Schilling, and * In-
tii’lup-r.'r

In the nolile of life he hos acted his part,
A man of o brae and.a penerius heart.
Memorial sehoes will eome to ns still
OF his wnys oo his deeds, lis loviog good-willl
M. P.
= h
By the Wayside.

s Shoot and investigate afterwards,”’ said
General Gobin, who is supposed to feed the
strikers in Pennsylvania with bullets. The
Boston Traveler adds: “Of course every
man must have a fair trial, but hang him

first. This is civilization in Pennsylvania,”
.« .
. - _
“The worst that can happen to man is
not the external violence of tyranny under
‘which he suffers, but the internal lack of the
power of resistance, the submission to tyr-

_ anny, and the belief that he lives in a toler-

able and normal condition,"” says a German
writer very aptly. ' Tymnny celebrates its
highest triu mph when it succeeds in ¢ roking
the illusion in the slaves that their rights
and liberties are sufficiently puaranteed.”
: .- -
- s -

It eannot be too oftan repeated that' gov-
ernment protects the weak against the
strong,” according to theadvocates of ' law
und order.” But somehow the governments
ever imagine that the rich are weak and
onght to beprotected. InPennsylvania the
poor miners are shot, prosecuted, and im-
prisoned. InGelicia, Austria, when the poor
peasantsdie of starvation and revolt against
the * weak " landlords, troops are trying to
restore “order” by shooting men, women,
and cnildren.

-

1 have no hesitancy in saying that there never was i
great npheavel, eicher industrinl, political, or socinl, in
which there was so little real lawlessness os hasexisted
in the anthracite eoal region since the strike wes in.
sugurnted.—President Mitchell.

There is no doubt that President M:lchell
iseorrect; and it isfor this law-abiding atti-
tode that the results of the strike will be nil.
It is law and property which have placed
the minersin the miserableconditon they are
in; and only to the extent that these laws
upholding slavery and property in natural
recourses are violated, can their miserable

get that all changes in society have been
achieved by violating the prevailing laws.
The republicsof France and the United States
iire institutions which resulted from outright
lawlessness. Had Washington been de-
feated, he would have Leen hung as an out-
law and traitor. And thusit will be in the
future, The law-breakers are the fore.
runners of a better society.
INTERLOFPER.

—

The bread tax in England has been col-
lected from the poor, and the great and
glorious man who sits on the throne and
sends out armed emissaries to filch the pen-
nies from the workers, has generously given
a dinner to the submerged tenth, many of
whom, o say the newspapers, never in their
livesenjoyed asquaremeal before. A dinner
‘to half a million paupers. Nearly twice as
many as all the people of San Francisco!
And in the papers which reek with headlines
in regard to it, never a word of the eternal
disgrace, never a word of anything but
praise for such a system whereby that is
called generosity, which in reality is high-
way robbery, nothing else, nothing less, OF
course evervone is glad the miserable, stunt-
ed, lean and hungry beggars had a meal
and plenty to eat; but why do the papers
speak of it as an honor, when in reality it is
a disgrace sodark and fearful that it should
only be told in whispers and on necessary
occasions, that Edward VII gavea dmner
to half a million paupers in England, i
1902.—Labor Clarion,

e i A

B e R

e e

1 have to help my ald mother, bat —condition-be improved. - People seem-to fore— -~




Queries and Answers, _
A reader of FrEk SocteTy asks the follow-
ing questions:

s Annrchsits Seclare for abwolute individual Hiberty,
the guestion arises,  Who is an Annrchist 2"

The inan who will neither mule nor be
ruled, is an Anarchist. The fact that he is
often forced to submit to law and custom
does not alter the case,

Will he mot lmve_in drop the name if e i not con-
sistent 7 Why not call ourselves “ Frie Socialiste " ?

If he deliberately acts contrary to his prin- .

ciples, it shows that he is not yet strongly
imbued with the ideas of freedom. But
‘once we come to love the idgas of freedom,
each of us, 1 think, does the best he can.
The term * Free Socialist” wounld “not mit-
igate our inconsistencies; for to be ff ' Free
~ Socialist " we must be Anarchists.

As Eropotkin advocates Gnnlmuuism. which requircs
mansgement, can we call him an Aoarchist ? 7

By Communism is meant a sotiety in
which natoral resources are not monopo-
lized. People may produce things collective-
Iy or individually. ‘They may live singly in
separate houses or many in one house, when
comgenial. In short, evervindividual will be
in n position to please himself, which is cer-
tainly not incompatible with Anarchism.
On the contrary, once the necessities of life
are free, social and economical freedom s
secured for all.

Must we not, even in voluntary groups, when ngree-

ments are mude, surrender a certain amount of liberty 2

Association naturally requires courtesies,
which arerendered spontaneously. Only
the densest sophistry cancall this asurrender
-of liberty. There is no surrender as long as
I am free to act according to my own desire,
Metaphysicians may say that we ‘' surren-
era certain amount of liberty' when we
try to avoid a collision on & sidewalk, but
such sophistey will not stand analysis. We
might as well say that people surrender
their liberty when they cscape frém a burn-
ing house.

Malatesta advocates lifgnnixatiun,_ conkequently he
isnot an Anarchist.

Malatesta does not advocate compulsory
organization. His translators frequently
confound * organization' with ' associa-
tion.” |

Dioes mot James F. Morton, Jr., doubt the possibility
of drcedom, when he wants things which be can g\.t
now, even if they fall short of freedom ?

1 am not aware that Comrade Morton is
for compromise or palliatives. Butif so,
must he therefore doubt the possibility of
freedom ?

" A general ke 1I1 right, bat in order to ‘be suc-

cessful there miust be an organization behind the move.

ment.
Has there ever been asuccessful revolution

- led by an organization 2 Revolutions have

‘sprung upspontanconsly after extensive agi-
tation haid been carried on and conditions
came to a elimax; as soon asthe revolution:
ists had organized, the urg.mu.;tmn utmn-
gled the revolation.

Iagree with Ross Wins—there is o cluss strugele:

Which are the classes? Comrade Winn

claims the strogle is between the possess-
ing and non-possessing classes. But look
at the spectacle in the Pennsylvania mining

regions. While tlu: mine owners ﬂ'ljﬂ? a
trip in Eumg:e the working classes—scabs
and union men—fight and kill each other.
Or let us look at Russia, where the rich and
middle classes die and endure imprisonment
in. fighting despotism and exploitation,
while the poor and down-trodden are the

tools of tyranny. There isa struggle be-
tween the old and the new ideas, but there
15 no class 'atrngglc. : b S R

et

inmenuilies of Ecnmmic Ars;umeat. e

“aie i A German wnter, Dr. i'ncdncﬂ
E.Icmmﬁr:htcr. d:scussmb A"das Einkom.
men,” has recently vindicated prnﬁts vETY
ntativ by showing that they arise “from
the abtht\'m foresee and avoid dangers and
risks which the average man has not the
courage to face nor the skill to avoid.” To
such a statement an exu.]amntmn pmnt is
perhaps an adequate reply.  With the divis-
ion of labor carried to such an extreme that
‘a man may spend his life in a ceaseless rep-
etition of some detail in mechanism, ability
has little opportunity to develop. The
conditions likewise have been unfavorable
to the promotion of resonrcefulness and ad.
ministrative skill. The monotony, the dull-

ness, the joylessness of his task have con-

verted the humancraftsmaninto a machine.
I'«:vk:rfhg.’iéss, the ability and the creative
pBWl’:r lie latent in the automaton, biding

‘their time. It is a common nutn‘.erfuge, as

Mazzini has pointed out, for the exploiter
‘to seek justification ! by appealing to a fact
of his own creation.”’  Still, despite all the
disadvantages suffered by the toiler; the
plutoerat has yet toestablish his claim to

‘superiority. Some of us who hold no brief

for the profit system have watched i in silent

‘marvel the dexterity, the dcllcﬂc}' of manip-.

ulation, the promptness and precision, the
nicety of calenlation, the cumntratmn.
manifested in their work by many among
the sons of toil, and the comparison with
the sons of wealth—enjoyers of that which
they are incapable of producing—has risen
1111.'011.1!11:3['1])' to our minds, till the lntt{?t‘
notwithstanding external pohsh and acqtu-
sitions, seems puen'le and divarfed and dis-
proportioned, and the former the true po-
tentates. The artizan, the navvy, the sail.
or, place themselves unflinchingly in posi-
tions that call for daily exhibitions of cour-
ape, and men of such aterlmg type may well
regard with contempt the empty taunts
and assumptions of kid-glove braves, Age

._after age witnesses potential Christs bear-

ing crosscs to crucifixions to which man
will one dav turn with quickene(] Sympa-

 thies and purified will. e

Many earnest pmgrcssuvq prople. Stimble
over the "' risks” of capital,
that as the risks are assuined bxéluswf.ly l)_t.'
thecapitalist he is entitled tothe exorbitant
remuneration which hie exacts, Those who
take thisstiand arcapparentlyunaware of the
daily risks of the wageearner, It would séem
that in some directions the education of the
“poor rich!! has been sadly neglected.  Let
us compare these risks.  The employer is
dependent for success upon the market, upon
Tis wisdom in the choice of ﬂupcn"fmrs, his
reputation, shrewdness, ete,, and when he.
is unfortunate in these respects he risks the

reduction of his share of the profits from,

They contend

say,mm Hn]en that of lI:is mplomm
six times (the figures ammimportaut for .
our present purpnse). The worst thatcan
befall him is inmlwmy The employe runs ; e
the risk of being dm:hargeﬂ at any mom:ut
on various pretexts: flactuations in. the * P
demand for labor, changes in fnshmn the :
introduction of new methods or machmery, %“:
the caprice of a foreman, and more 'mrely. L
his own m{:ompetemg or mtml:tkbﬂtty; P
Inview of these cqnmdemhons and other8y
that might be cited, it needs no sta%wtfm e
prove that the average empio_w: is in mm'ess o
I‘rcqueut danger ol being out of empiaymenl: .
than is the averageemplpyer of being insolv.
ent. Furﬁm'mm when such calnm1tyﬁslls
to either the pnwcr{a{' recupemt‘ton mcon- .
siderably greater in the one case than in the
_other. The l.‘npitalnstuslunlly has wmlthy
‘and influential cnnm{hm:n who ean help
him Ennncml'lyor with “mﬂuem" either
to rf.-gmn his position or to enter another .
field in which technical know!eﬂg& :s“nc}f‘. -
required. If he has sprung from the money-
‘e classes he has probably had the benefit

_ of superior educsition and. geeater leisure ﬁﬁr G

culture, which are \'alnahla eqmpmen‘m i
_making a fresh start: tho it is but fﬂtf .
to admit that he may suffer acutely from =
false pride and an ingenuous desire to keep
up appearances. The wage carner has
friends as helpless as himself, He may have o o
devoted his life to theacquirement of facility =
in production in one branch of his trade,
and one only. He has had little leisure for :
the devﬂnpmmt of his brain, has perhaps
been ill-born, ill-paid, and ill:nourished men-
tally and physically. Amung the anxicties
of the wage carner, sickness is one of the
most appalling. To him this means the:
cessation of hlg'\mges and dcﬁtltntmn for

those dependent upon him, The incomeof L
the capitalist, on the other hand, is g}fth‘ : L
times unaffected to any great degree by his® = .
absence from business, : o

Usually such reasoning as 1 hmﬂ: quotﬂl e
above is so insidiously mterhﬂ’:m,d with .
truths or half-truths that, when presermsd
with he‘nl.\'u'!l.'nt intent, it obtaing credence : -
with and nnptwntcs the judgment of those e
w}n:rsc experience it tmnsunds and wlm. e
like its originators, wish to believe it. It
is a result of Ir)ukmg at tlw wnrld nt:t‘,as e
an harmonious -n.*.r1>1nr:-ILt but as a cimntu. con- 4 '
glomcmtlon of opp:}smg i'actmns wlih dl~ ‘:‘ S

present from the apprehensmn r_'af equal:ty, e a
The cumplzmency with which we accept the o
blessings of our hedven uf limited dimen-
sions is only equalled by our indifference to.
the curse w!n-.h It LntmEs on all in ihe vast
hell without. Tl:r,- old hymn, . e -
Nt more thn nth:rx 1 [[\,‘ﬁ;,l"\“‘.. i : = it
Vet Gad hns gwcn me wiore, S :
. summarizes the common conception of di-
vine Juthc. The trénd of pnh]iL""'ﬂ'fumuu, -
backed by the orthodox economies; h(ls, off
course, utterly confused the general in 1.
_genee in regard to the distinction hetw i :
the indebtedness of society to the non-pro-
duetive capitalist for the use of his capital, =~
and to the nnn-m]nluh'ﬂ, 'ps\(x]m;tiw; olagses T
for the various services tendered by them. L
Net it would seem that 16 amouatof legal
or scholastic H.up[mrl; coule L 1 :
social chaos which
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name of civilization, and the serfdom which
wWecountegance under the banner of freedom.
If oureyes were not dazzled by the glitter
of gold, and onr ears deafened by the cries
of false prophets, we should surely discern
the simple underlying unity of life and should
cooperate with nature toward the fruition,

When the ship is riddled with holes, it
were wiser to take to the boats than to
cateh at straws.—From * Whitman’s Ideal
Democracy,” by Helena Born.

———— {‘ —
The Lust for Power of the Slave.

The lust for power of the slave—perhaps
many of the readers, who are poor devils
themselves, will possibly shake their heads

" = ~— - —axith astonishment at such n heading—they

may consider themselves fortunate; they
havebeen spared many bitter experiences; if
they had them—they would surmise what 1
mean.

One who has ‘become acquainted with the
poorslaves, who has not only sympathized
with their struggle for social freedom, but
has stood with them in their battles for
their ideals,—he will have experienced many
disappointments. Often did I see them
come along, these youthiul assailants, bub-
bling over with enthusiasm,and a smarting
energy droye them on to look for a plhce_
from which they could catch the spokes of
the wheel of the times. Notonly “students”
-=but also among the workers is idealism
born with a comprehension of social con.
trasts. But what disillusion awaits their
daring youth. Where the eye, clouded with
hot-bloodcdness, expected to see a storming
multitude with sparkling weapons, there
lazily and indolently moves a great army of
slaves, dull and worn out, turning in circles
never to be disentangled. And courage, te-
merity, heroism—all this is drowned in a
flood of stupidity and—suspicion. There is

‘in no social strata more suspicion than in

the ranks of misery; suspicion against en-
ergy and brave actions.

When some yearsago adaring and radical
youth—convinced of the immediate dawn of
the revolution—before a mass meeting of
the nnemployed londly defined his concep-
tion of government—short and conclusive,
brutally comprehensive,—the guardian rep-
resentative of government put his hands on
him, and the threatened youth temerously
tried to defend himself—sneering voices
could be heard from the multitude: * Paid
job1"—then these poorest of the poor held
this hot-blooded defender of their rights for
u police spy. They could not comprehend
the things they witnessed. Was thisexperi-
ence the reason for the following collapse of
the Titanicidealism of thisone? I believeso,

But the most dreadfal lost in the ranks of
the disinhierited is the lust for power. Tt
makes the multitude of the oppressed a re-
actiopary mass, which with tenacious an-
imosity tears down everything that lifts
itself above stupid medioerity. Thedepend-
ence in whirh the social * order'’ chains the
proletarian, seems to develop an ardent
longing to keep others in dependence, the
Just for power, which he reviles asa sufferer,
becomes very often delightful to him. It is
a well known fact among the workers that
an upstart becomes the worst master.  And
when brutalities are committed inthearmy,

s ol R e

in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred it is

the sergeant, taken from the immediate
ranks of the soldiers, who perpetrates them,

The reason why democracy is such a con-
tagious disease in the worker's movement,
ig because it lifts the lust for power upto
anideal. It isfor this reason that it has
gained such significance among the " class-

conseious ' workers, producing a red-tapism.
much worse than that of a government,

worse, because the latter, developing his-

_ torieally, gives itself unmasked for what it

really is: a rigid form of civilization based
on violence and force; but democratic red-
tapism envelopes its dreadful form in the
red flag and labels itself freedom. . . . We
can hate—destroy a tyrant. The tyranny
of the slave can arouse resentment and des-
pair, bat heroism breaks down.

1t is necessary to realize the magnitude of

the danger of democracy, it is necessary to
discuss it—we must swim against the cur-
rent, even at the danger of being decried as
** the enemy of the people.” Would only—
like fifteen years ago—a tempest sweep thro
our ‘‘intellectuals’ and carry them to the
peopled Thenit meant to proclaim the right
of the Bppressed to life and light—today we

‘must show them what life and light is!—al-

bert Weidner, in Der arme Teufel, Berlin, Ger-
many.

—— ) —

From ¢ Berthold Meryan.”

Cornelia Huygens, the wife of & prominent
Sosialist in Holland, has written an inter-
esting novel under the above name, which
at present runs thru the liberal German press
in this country. The novel deals with the
Socialist and Anarchist moveménts. The
main characteérs are che Socialist and An-
archist agitators, a rich merchant and his

second son Berthold. The latter becomes

imbued with the Socialists' teachings and
accompanies a Socialist speaker on a little
propaganda tour, listening with greatinter-
est to the discussions between Anarchists
and Socialists.

On their way home, the Socialist agitator,
a well educated man, endeavors to refute
the arguments of the Anarchists, which had
made quite an impression on the young and
rich student.

Berthold listened attentively (the story
rans). Much of what Martalis said he en-
dorsed, but not everything. He found him
too positive, too dogmatic in his views, not
giving enough room for the unfathomable,
the incomprehenkible, not apprehensible
enough of the mysterions relations and
effects. between the higher motives in man
and the social influences. ., . .

“[ onlycalled your attention to one of my
seruples,” he said with a deep sigh, I re-
alize that I can decide for no party ; in this
respect, too, I lack one necessary thing: an
unshakable, onesided conviction, the peculi-
arity of a genuine politician,—I mean the
convivtion that the party to which he be-
longs is the only true party and all others
arc wrong. In both tendenciesof our work-
ingmen's movements, it seems to me, there
is much truth. It will startle you perhaps,
when I confess that the arguments of your
opponents often found a fertile soil in me,
altho it 1s only two weeks ago that I still
believed in the infallibility of the teachings

of political action. Bven the speech of Rus®
tin [the Anarchist], which was revalting to
me on account of the vulgar and false insin-
uations against you, convinced me that he
is moved by a sincere conviction, and you
and your comrades render yourselves guilty
of disrespect and calumny when you attri.
bute his revolutionary tacts to his vanity
and love of power."

Martalis did not reply, but from the ex.
pression of his face it could be clearly seen
that the attempt to mitigate his opinion of
his opponent would be in vain,

' The strongest impression was made npon
me in the very instructive debate of last
night," Berthold continued, noticing that
hig partner was aot inclined to argue about
Rustin. ''There was nothing personal, no
oratarial polish, but an honest utterance of
common sense. I still see this sincere, hon-
est toiler before me,—a type which reminded
me of the chairman in Schoterveem. You
remember what he said?

**Never in the history of the world has a
palitical party been able to lead the weak
andoppressed to victory., True, at all times
can justice be promoted by o single and
honorable element even in parliament. But
by sending Socialists to parlinment, we
workingmen will not advanee a single step.
Honorable Democrats who have the courage
to remain honest in the political mire, at
least as honest as possible, can as well as
the Socialists work for shorter hours, higher
wages, old-age pensions, ete,; and all other
reforms necessary. But the great power of
liberation must emanate from the workers
themselves. If we believe that the fried ap-
ples will fall in our lap as'soon as we have
Socialists in parliament, we are badly off;
and m this—todepend on others—lies agreat
dunger. Laws do not precede conditions,
and give ns no power over our inner self,
While we organize, educate, and elevate our-
selves must we try tochange thedominating
spirit in society. Furthermore, we must
make otrselves felt, keep our heads orect,
and, like a dog which is driven to madness
thru continued abuse, show our teeth. In-
stead of frequenting the saloons and blow-
ing our last penny, we must strengthen our-
selves morally and mentally; and our Soci-
alist leaders, with their higher development,
could help vs in this more outside than in-
side the parliament. Tn this way we will, or
at least our children or children's children,
be victorious at last,—be it thru a violent
revolution, if it must be, or peaceable, if it
be passible."

“1 still hear these words,” added Berth-
old. “I believe that men like yourself could
do much more 1 the interest of the workers
il they would aid them in education than
when they make speechies in parlisment—to
which the adhérents of the prevailing social
system are determined not to listen—and to
introduce bills swhich will not be passed, if
they want to make the oppressed clusses
more valiant."

Martalissaid nothing, Hiswork, striving
and agitation during the lnst vears as party
leader had foreed his thoughts too cxclusively
in one direction, for those arguments ad-
vanced by Berthold to have the slightest ef
fect; and indeed his streogth as au agitator
lay especially in his onesidedness,—Transla-
ted from the German,




‘A Boer Woman.

I met some womien ont of the camps last
week {April 29, 1802) and had some con-
versation with them. They only spoke
Dutch and had little acquaintance with the

These women were country wojﬂe. and
they looked upon me with great suspicion
when we first met. My acquaintance with

- ‘their language, and expressions of sympa-
thy for the sufferings of the women in the -

‘camps, soon gained their confidence. The
principal speaker was a very tall, finely-
built woman, with eyes that were capable
of a great variety of expression; generally,
they were only half-opened, while the speak-
er's soul veiled itself under an appearance of
calm indifference. I inguired as to whether
theregwras an improvement in the general
condition of things in the camp she had just
come from. Most assuredly there was—
the food was better; the aged and infirm
and delicate were dead. She attobuted the
teniibly high death-rate of the past to the
way in which the people had been dragged
from their homes and exposed without food
or shelte he inclement weather. On ar-
rival there , as a rule, neither shelter nor

_ food, and the continued exposure and ex-

haustion led to severe ontbreaks of sickness,
with the result that numbers died.

*Are the women losing heart'—are they
willing that their husbands should surren.
der?” I asked.

A light spread over her face, and welled up

in her eves, as she said: * There are some
Afrikanders—hounds I call them—that have
given in; but there are numbers of women
in our camp that will never give in; that
will never bid their husbands give in. [say
my husband must fight to the last; if only
two men are left he must fight on; if he is
left alone while he can hold a gun he must
fight on. It is a sore thing to part with
your husband—to know that he is fighting;

but I'would mtherhe lay dead on the battle-
field than give in.’

“ And what abont the women themselves
—about their sufferings 2" I asked.

She threw back her fine head and sdid: ' I
have never had anything the matter with
me: the harder I get it, the stronger I seem
to get—strength comes as youneed it. Itis
true 1 have seen whole families die out in
camp: but there are also others together
who have lost none, who are still all to-
gether. But if I die—I die—it matters nat;
never, never, will I give in, _It is my light,"
she continued, *that evervone must do
what they can for their own land, Icannot

‘ 'do otherwise. 1 cannot understand those

who do givein. I do not bate the British.
| have no hate in my heart; but I can never
forget mor fl}rgwe what we have gdne
thru. We have had it too bitter. We

_ have suffered too much—too many have

died—too many tears have been shed. I
can't ery any more—there are no more tears
left in me. I have to laugh sometimes.
There is no one to help us, so we have to
keep each other's spirits up. But the poor
! Tommies',”” she went on, “1 will always
do all Icanfora Tommy. They get it too
bitter—they get it as we do. It was awful
to see them when they first came to our
town. Theywere starving. They crowded
round our ovens when the bread came out
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to get a morsel.  They ate all the green fruit
off the trees.  One poor’ Tommy ' wasfound
dead at his post. His body was opened ; he
had filled himself with green mealies.”

1 asked whether the negotiations wh!l:h
had been going on would lead to peace.
She replied: ** There will be no peace unless
we get what we want—unless we get what
is right.” Then the same strange, beauti-

ful light spread over ber face, and filled her

cyes, ns she said: * We may get it still more
bitter, still more hard ; I may be without a
petticoat at last; but if everything is gone
—that day that we get our independence I
will dance and play like a little child.”"—The
New Age.

R | gt

,Gommnn!:m.

I regret to see that the principles of An-
archic Communism are so little clearly un-
derstood. First, what is Communism? It
is not any system of organized cooperation
and distribution, but the expression of a
principle—the principle of liberty, expressed
in repudiating the intervention of any alleged
superior right %o decide any matter of pos-
session. In a condition of Communism
everything is unowned. To sum up, Com-
munism is economic Anarchy. Ownership

is the restriction placed by law or by usage
_on all but the owner, in respect of the thing

owned; and restriction of persons is their
being owned in the other sense¢ in which a

master is said to own slaves, by whoever

can take advantage of that restriction.
To lay down a usage exacting the giving
up of equal products (except by mdividual

foregoing) as the condition of obtaining

other products, is contrary to Communism,
being a mere dilution of the property sys-

tem. Communism is that eachlabor accord-

ing to his choice and liking; that each sup-
ply aid in the shape of labor, or in the shape
of goods for which he nevertheless has some
need, according to the measure prompted to
his free will by his several instincts, and in
the shape of what he has, butis not need-
ing, according to the demand; and that

each also ask and obtain in n_ccnrdnnoc with

his needs—no question of price or remunera-
tion being possible, and exchange having no
other function than to facilitate thesatisfac-
tion of two needs instead of one or none, by
altering Jocative distribution—as lor in-
stance, when, yonr table being too large
and mine too small, we change tables; or
when (taking another form of exchange)
Mary is fixing the wet clothes on the lines
with hairpins, while Jane has neitherclothes-
pegs nor hairpins, but wants to fix up I:mr
hair, and Ellen, by sup[}lymg c!uthespegs to
Mary, enables her to hand the hairpins to
Jane and still carry ont her own purpose.
The object of distribution is not to secure to

each or any & retorn for permitting someone
else to have some or other thing, but to

enable each to have exactly what he needs,
and thus create the most favorable meeting
for each todo and be as he likes, On the
other hand any sanctified basis of mutual
rationing is likely to grow into lﬂ.w, and
opens the door to fraud,

It is not '‘that an Anarchist may be a

Communist,” he Must be a Communist in

order to be an Anarchist at all, Anarchy

being the perfection of Individualism, prop-

o

erly 80 called, whnh cannot exist unless
there mahau!utciy free individual initintive
in matters of possession, without pnniege
or preference to the claim of the producer*

or anyoneelse.  The so called Individualism

 that erects such a preference denies Anawl}_-,r. .

and so does the so-called Communism that
perpetuates property under one form or
another by " value exchange”—J. A. An-
drews, in Freedom, London, January, 1892,

* This statement will hardly be mpwdnmt
without qnnhﬁrntium T Ju.
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The bird which was made so t!mt it m:ght
rove over half tle world, he shuts up into
the space of a cubic foot, there to die a slow
death in longing and erying for freedom; for
in a cage it does not sing for the p!es.snm of
it. And when I see how man misuses the
dog, his' best friend ; how he ties up this in-
telligent animal with n chain, I feel the deep-
est sympathy with the brute and burning
indignation against its master.

As to crime and criminals, pardon is the
word to alll Whatever folly men commit,
be their shortcomings or their vices what
they may, let us exercise forbearance; re-
member that when thes: faults appear in
others it is our follies and vices that we
behold. They are the shortcomings of hu-
manity, to which we belong: whose faults,
one and all, we share; ves even those very
faults at which we now wax so indignant,
merely because they have not yet appeared
in ourselves. They are faults that do not
lie on the surface, but they exist down there
in the depths of our nature ; and should any-
thing call them forth, they will come and.
show themselves, just as we now see them
in others. One man, it is true, may have
faults that are absent in hisfellow ; and it is
undeniable tkat the sum total of bad gual-
ities is in some cases very large; for the dif-
ference of individuality between man and
man passes 4ll measure. In faet, the con-
viction that the world and man is some-

thing that had better not have been is of a

kind to fill us with indulgence towards one
another. Nny, from this point of view, we
might well consider the proper form of ad-

dress to be, not Monsieur, Sir, mein Herr,

but my fellow sufferer, Soci malorum, com-
pagnon de miseres! This' may perhaps

sound strange, but it is in keeping with the |
facts: it puts others in a right light ; and it

reminds us of that which is after all the
most necessary thing in life—the tolerance,
patience, regard, and love of neighbor, of
which everyone stands in need and which,
therefore, every man owes to his fellow.—
Shopenhauer.
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“ Pages of Socialist History,” by W. Tcher-
kesoff, 18 now ready. This book is recom-
mended to Socialists of all schools, as it
deals with the history of the * Internation-
al' and the attitude of Marx and Engels
towards Bakunin. Paper cover, 25 cents.
By mail 30 cents. Send orders to Chas. B.
Cooper, 114 Fourth Ave,, New York, N. Y.
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